Sample question cosmetic products

Export of cosmetic products to Sweden
Dear Mr Mania,

In order to answer a question regarding cosmetic products we need to contact the Swedish Customs and the Medical Products Agency.

Product-codes and Tariffs

	Product code
	Product
	Customs duty

(example)
	Customs duty with Preference* 

	3303 001000
	Perfume
	0%
	0%

	3304 100000
	Lipstick
	0%
	0%

	3304 200000
	Mascara
	0%
	0%

	3307 200000
	Deoderant
	6,5%
	0%* 


*  Most developing countries are part of a so-called preferential agreement with the EU. This means that they are able to export most of their products to the EU to a lower tariff. The aim is to increase the market access and competitiveness of products from developing countries. However, the product can only be imported to Sweden to the lower duty if the rules of origin are met and the shipment is accompanied by a so-called certificate of origin, a “form A” or an “EUR 1”. 

http://www.opentradegate.se/templates/Standard____1147.aspx 
Requirements

Specific requirements apply for the sale of medical and cosmetic products in Sweden. The aim of the Swedish system for monitoring cosmetic and hygienic products is, as far as possible, to prevent the use of such products causing harm to people and/or damage to the environment. 

These rules are primarily intended for all manufacturers, importers and vendors of cosmetic and hygienic products. The monitoring authorities are the Swedish Medical Products Agency (Läkemedelsverket)
 and local authorities such as municipal amenities. 

Definition

The following definition is given in the ordinance about cosmetic and hygienic products:

A "cosmetic product" shall mean any substance or preparation intended to be placed in contact with the various external parts of the human body (epidermis, hair system, nails, lips and external genital organs) or with the teeth and the mucous membranes of the oral cavity with a view exclusively or mainly to cleaning them, perfuming them, changing their appearance and/or correcting body odours and/or protecting them or keeping them in good condition.

Legislation

The regulations for cosmetic and hygienic products are to be found in the Environmental Code and the associated ordinances as well as in the regulations issued by the Medical Products Agency. 

Directives drawn up by the EC form the basis for a number of the Swedish regulations. The principal responsibility for ensuring that cosmetic and hygienic products do not harm the user or damage the environment lies with the importer – as does responsibility for making sure that such products conform to the relevant regulations. The regulations include the provisions that importers:

· identify and evaluate the risks linked to the products 

· take steps to prevent or counteract harm and/or damage 

· provide product information to vendors and users 

· provide the monitoring authorities with information 

The Swedish Medical Products Agency does not carry out any preliminary examination of cosmetic and hygienic products or issue any permits to market the products.

Registration

The Swedish Medical Products Agency has a register of all cosmetic and hygienic products sold or used on a commercial basis in Sweden. This register is used as a tool for the monitoring of manufacturers and importers. 

All importers and manufacturers of cosmetic and hygienic products are required to register their products no later than one month after they are marketed or sold for commercial use. If a product is imported by more than one company, each company is required to register separately. The Swedish Medical Products Agency supplies all the necessary registration forms. 

Labelling

The packaging of the products must include: 

· The name and address of the manufacturer or the importer 

· The quantity, in weight, volume or number 

· The manufacturing batch number 

· Ingredients 

In certain cases, a "best before date", a cautionary text and/or a statement of field application must also be included.
Ingredients

Some substances that may constitute a risk to health are subject to special restrictions. Some of these are prohibited, and cannot be included in cosmetic and hygienic products.

Others are only permitted to be used in limited concentrations, or are covered by other limitations or conditions of use.

As regards preservatives, colourings and UV filters, only the substances listed in the regulations may be used.

Product information and GMP

Manufacturers or the people or companies responsible for the first import of a product into the EES must provide more detailed information for the relevant authorities to inspect as and when necessary. 

This information must include the quantitative composition, specifications, details of the method of manufacture, safety evaluation, information about adverse effects – if any – and proof of effect in certain cases. 

The manufacture must be carried out in accordance with good manufacturing practice (GMP). Guidelines about GMP can be found in the documents published by the Council of Europe
 and/or the sector association COLIPA
. Swedish translation of the latter is available from KTF
 (the Swedish Cosmetic, Toiletry and Detergent association).

Business partners

In case you are looking for potential importers, the Chambers of commerce offers access to a computer based system for importers and exporters who wish to trade in Sweden. Here you can find potential business partners free of charge. The link is http://www.chambertrade.com/ 

Yours Sincerely

Trade Adviser/Open Trade Sweden

Although every effort has been put into compiling our information, we cannot accept responsibility for any claims arising from the use of this information.
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.lakemedelsverket.se/Tpl/StartPage____395.aspx" ��http://www.lakemedelsverket.se/Tpl/StartPage____395.aspx� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/cosmetics/html/consolidated_dir.htm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/cosmetics/html/consolidated_dir.htm� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/cosmetics/index_en.htm" ��http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/cosmetics/index_en.htm� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ktf.se/" ��http://www.ktf.se/� 






